
 

Clues:
1.  The title reads ‘1856’
2.  Susan is wearing a bonnet.
3.  Susan’s family travels in steam train.

My conclusion:
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Drawing conclusions 
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Instructions: Read the passage. Next, read the list of clues
and come to a conclusion for each one. Finally, write a short
account at the bottom of the page.

1856

Susan held her bonnet firmly on her head as she was helped onto 
the steam train. Smoke billowed from the chimney on the engine. 
The guard cried, ‘All aboard!’, the huge metal wheels started to 
turn – and they were on their way! Susan’s heart raced, and her 
stomach fluttered. She had heard stories about other people who 
had been to the seaside, but she had never been so lucky. Her 
friend had told her all about paddling in the sea and building 
sandcastles, but it was hard to imagine. 
The noise from the ‘iron horse’ she was
sitting in was deafening. Everyone on
board was smiling and laughing,
crammed into the carriages with
picnic baskets, blankets and parasols. 
Susan looked at her parents and smiled.
She was going on first trip to Margate!



Describe a time when you explored something for the first time.

Clues:
1.  Susan’s family has heard about the seaside, but has

never been.
2.  People who go to the seaside are lucky.

My conclusion:

Clues:
1.  Susan’s heart races, and her stomach flutters.
2.  
3.  

Susan thinks of both good and bad stories.
Susan smiles at the end of the passage.

My conclusion:

2

Name
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Clues:
1.  The title reads ‘1856’
2.  Susan is wearing a bonnet.
3.  Susan’s family travels in steam train.

Possible response: The story took place a long time ago.
My conclusion:

1

Name Answer Key

Drawing conclusions 
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Instructions: Read the passage. Next, read the list of clues
and come to a conclusion for each one. Finally, write a short
account at the bottom of the page.

1856

Susan held her bonnet firmly on her head as she was helped onto 
the steam train. Smoke billowed from the chimney on the engine. 
The guard cried, ‘All aboard!’, the huge metal wheels started to 
turn – and they were on their way! Susan’s heart raced, and her 
stomach fluttered. She had heard stories about other people who 
had been to the seaside, but she had never been so lucky. Her 
friend had told her all about paddling in the sea and building 
sandcastles, but it was hard to imagine. 
The noise from the ‘iron horse’ she was
sitting in was deafening. Everyone on
board was smiling and laughing,
crammed into the carriages with
picnic baskets, blankets and parasols. 
Susan looked at her parents and smiled.
She was going on first trip to Margate!



Answers will vary.

Describe a time when you explored something for the first time.

Clues:
1.  Susan’s family has heard about the seaside, but has

never been.
2.  People who go to the seaside are lucky.

Possible response: Susan’s family is going to the seaside 
for the first time. 

My conclusion:

Clues:
1.  Susan’s heart races, and her stomach flutters.
2.  
3.  

Susan thinks of both good and bad stories.
Susan smiles at the end of the passage.

Possible response: Susan is both scared and excited 
about her journey.

My conclusion:

2

Name Answer Key
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